
Jesus Christ is the bridge 
between God and us. 
 

Keeping Christ Central in July 
 

Wednesday, June 27, 2018 ï Worship at 6:00 p.m.  We 
continue our series on the letter of 1st John.  (1 John 1:5-
2:2) The good news of Jesusô life-giving ministry and  
resurrection wasnôt completeðuntil it was shared. What 
his first followers witnessed firsthand has become the joy 
of those who came after. That includes you and me.   
Tonight, the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering kicks off in 
Houston, Texas.  Check out: https://www.elca.org/
YouthGathering and look for the ñlive streamingò link. 
 
Sunday, July 1, 2018 ï Worship at 9:00 a.m.  We  
continue with 1 John.  Every book of the Bible has a 
teachable message.  The letter of 1st John emphasizes how 
Jesus is incarnate within the Christian community.  In our 
world, we often know Jesus in our heads or our imagina-
tions. 1st John seeks to bring the real Jesus into the  
Christian community.  This is called ñkoinoniaò which we 
translate as ñfellowshipò.  But again, it is one of those  
Bible words that defies our interpretation but begs for our 
living in it.  
 
Wednesday, July 4, 2018 ï Happy Fourth of July!  No 
Wednesday Worship and no Mondovi Sharing Table 
community meal. 
 
Sunday, July 8, 2018 ï Worship with Holy Communion 
at 9:00 a.m.  Focus reading is: 1 John 4:1-6. False  
prophets dwell alongside the true ones. How is one to tell 
the difference? We can be assured that the Holy Spirit will 
not lead us astray, if we seek assistance in our dis-
cernment. Weôre in this together and look for each other.  
 
Wednesday, July 11, 2018 Worship with Holy  
Communion at 6:00 p.m.  Focus reading is 1 John 4:7-
21. No love: no God. Know love: know God. Itôs as  
simple as that. The one who embodies love has shown us 
what it means to show that love in our lives. We live to 
makes Godôs love incarnate ï which means real. 
 
Sunday, July 15, 2018 ï Worship with Holy Commun-
ion at 9:00 a.m.  ñWe love because he first loved us.ò, 
states the famous verse from 1st John.  Godôs love is irre-

pressible.  Godôs love is real. We live as evidence of that 
love. It canôt be stopped. So, concludes our visitation with 
the letter of 1st John.  Love.  
 
Wednesday, July 18, 2018 ï Worship at 6:00 p.m.  We 
begin a new series on the Old Testament Book of Ruth.  
This is a love story.  This is also a story of the hidden 
hand of God moving history towards Godôs way in the 
world.  So, Godôs hand is still there moving history and us 
towards the end which God destines.  Reading: Ruth 1:1-
22.  
 
Sunday, July 22, 2018 ï Worship at 9:00 a.m. We enter 
into the Book of Ruth. Naomi and her daughters-in-law 
have all lost their husbands, essentially their protection 
and security. One daughter chooses to heed her elderôs 
wish and stay in a familiar land with the possible hope for 
a future but leaving her mother-in-law forever. And the 
other refuses. ñWhere you go I will go. Where you reside, 
I will reside.ò  A confession of faith from one outside the 
faith of Israel. How can that be? 
 
Wednesday, July 25, 2019 ï Worship at 6:00 p.m.  
Focus reading: Ruth 2: 1-23. Ruth is making a new life in 
an unfamiliar country. And because of the loyalty she 
showed to Naomi, sheôs about to be noticed by someone 
who will change her life forever. Love is about to bloom. 
God works in the ordinary events of human life.  
 
Sunday, July 29, 2018 ï Worship at 9:00 a.m.  Ruth, as 
do many of us, realizes that relationships are all a bit 
messy. Thatôs what life is really like, after all. Messy. 
Complicated. Unpredictable. And despite it all, miracles 
occur when we surrender to love. Ruth and Boaz are 
found by love. The God of Israel is a bit of a romantic.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
WORSHIP AT THE BUFFALO COUNTY FAIR 

Sunday, August 5 at 10:30 a.m. 
(There WILL BE worship at  
Central at 9:00 a.m. this day!) 

Worship  

Schedule  
July 2018 



AVOID THE SUMMER SLUMP BY GIVING ELECTRONICALLY  
Just as you rely upon receiving income on a regular basis, Central 
Lutheran Church relies on your regular contributions. Central        
Lutheran appreciates the efforts of congregation members to make 
consistent donations throughout the yearñespecially during popular 
summer travel periods. 

Thank you for all you do to support our mission! 
 

To assist you, Central provides convenient electronic giving options for setting up  
recurring or one-time contributions. You can: 
1. Go to our website: www.centralmondovi.org 
Click on CLICK HERE FOR ONLINE GIVING 
Click on the Create Profile button, then follow the onscreen instructions to create an 
online profile and to schedule your recurring contributions. 

2. Use the Giving Tablet ð available in the church office 

3. Download the GIVEPLUS+ App from your App store or Google Play on your 
smartphone.  Download the app.  In the app, search Central Lutheran, Mondovi.  Set 
up a password.  Choose the amount of your gift. Then choose the fund or mission you 
want your gift to go to and whether itõs a recurring gift or one time.  Connect your 
Debit or Credit card. 

 

Thank you! 

 

Or come into the office  

and we will be happy  

to assist you. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.centralmondovi.org%2F&h=AT02YuqLK6jFKRaICzDxQDh4y-dH0Yo7u2LWxnwWQbLGsSqF-2r6saqaPqdsOuW6f943BvFvm7OSOPl4L1-3-01ClioA4O_dgmTC8N7Z_3hFRpB3EVm0DXc2IaR45Acc_bg8eXqWMOqbjG0CAporyg




Recently, I was on a Facebook page for a childhood friend 
and high school classmate who died this past year, and it 
brought back a flood of memories of what was.  Growing up 
we were very active with sports ï depending on the season, 
football, baseball, or track. Then there was always fishing, 
hunting, and winter sports as skiing, snowmobiling, and ice 
fishing way up there in northeastern Minnesota along Lake 
Superior and in the Superior National Forest.  Life was     
different back then.  
 
Similarly, I reflect on my career of being a pastor.  Iôm  
heading into my 37th year of being a pastor in the Lutheran 
Church.  Starting out our task as pastors was to keep the 
church going and growing.  The systems and beliefs for that 
were in place. So, we as pastors were taught to be mostly 
chaplains, worship leaders, teachers and preachers, (who 
were taught to preach to folks who we were told already 
knew the important parts of the Bible). We were expected to 
be social workers, community organizers, corporate  
administrators and church program developers. 
 
It was in the mid 1980ôs that I began to realize, that no  
matter how well one did, or how many hours one put in, and 
no matter how faithful and responsive one was to  
congregational members, the growth stopped.  Something 
was changing that pastors and churches had no control over.   
 
So, we would try harder and work longer and talk endlessly 
about it.  We would look for the latest and greatest church 
tool sure to help us overcome our loss of momentum.  I 
would go to seminars and workshops, and my congregations 
would faithfully and generously send me.  Yet, such never 
paid the dividends for which we hoped.  
 
The whole problem was not that any of these things were 
wrong or misguided, it was just that it took decades to realize 
they just didnôt work that well anymore.  Something very 
profound was afoot. We could sense it, but we could not 
identify it.  
 
It was like waking up to a whole new world.  It was (and is) 
like the world around us doesnôt understand church language 
and culture. Likewise, we no longer understand the culture 
and the language of those outside the church. We look at 
them and wonder, ñWhy donôt you understand us anymore?ò 
They look at us and wonder, ñWhy donôt you understand us 
and the life we have to live? Youôre not getting us!ò 
 
 
 

Argh!  Therefore, in the book that I have been reading, 
ñCanoeing the Mountainsò, points out that we are great at 
solving technical problems. Itôs not for lack of hard work 
and smarts that we are where we are.  Rather, we are heading 
into uncharted territory.  
 
Thus, we cannot solve our current situation of the nation-
wide decline of church communities by doing what we have 
always done. We are in an environment for which there is no 
clear answer. The world in front of us will look nothing like 
the world behind us. What is required is a transformation.  
We must leave behind our need for certainty and predictabil-
ity. For the careful and cautious this is going to be a tough 
road.  We are going to have to see ourselves as missionaries 
in an uncertain world, rather than depending upon the  
certainty of being church members in a world that we think 
knows us and understands us. They donôt.  Sometimes  
adventures are like that. Adventures are journeys into the 
unknown.  This is what it means to be a church community 
in our day and age.  
 
So, the bad news is that we face a dilemma. On one hand, to  
continue to understand ourselves as we always have will  
result in our being further alienated from the world around 
us. On the other hand, transformation will cause disruption 
in the status quo and many will not see that as preferable 
either. Itôs going to be an adventure. 
 
But like the apostles of old, they never knew how this was 
going work either. But it did. Therefore, it is key to see this 
as Godôs Spirit moving, even if itôs uncomfortable.  Whatôs 
at stake here is not buildings, budgets and institutions, but 
the very message of the gospel itself. This is what God is 
calling us to.   
 
The world has changed.  Now we need to change as well.  
 
Keeping Christ Central,  
Pastor Rolf G. Morck 

From the Pastor 
 
ñThe Age That Was ï  
The Age That Will Beò 

 

CLCW NEWS 
 

Our next meeting is scheduled Tuesday,  
August 15 - 1:30 p.m.  
(NO MEETING IN JULY) 
Programï ñWith Age Comes Wisdom...of a Sort!ò 
-Moira Kneer Community Outreach Coordinator for Sacred 
Heart Hospital Center for Spiritual Careò  
**Wear a hat to the program** 
 
Central Lutheran Church women - All women of Central are 
invited to participate - meetings are held monthly - see bulle-
tin, CLCW Directory and  newsletter for upcoming programs 
and features. 
 



 Central Council 
 June 11, 2018 

 
 

Action Items: 
1. Chicken Dinner Proceeds: 
  VBS Deposit:  $450 
 VBS in  August:  $850 
 Confirmation  Campers:  $3,176 
 Start Up for 2019:   $500 
 Left to Designate:  $153 
2. The covenant agreement between Central and MCYC 
was reviewed and approved as written. 

3. A ñThank You and End of Debt Sundayò was            
discussed for this fall, Sept. 16th. 

4. Discussed having a fair booth to minister outside the 
church.  The Fair runs Aug. 2nd ï5th. 

5. Benevolences were discussed, further discussion will 
be at the July meeting. 

6. Central Fest is to tentatively be held on October 7th 
from 10:00 a.m.ð12:30 p.m. 

 
Information Items: 
1. Pastor reported on the Synod Assembly.  Dave and 
Marilee Plagenz also attended.  Laura Skow-Anderson 
was elected the new Bishop.  Pastor also gave updates 
on VBS and the NYG trip to Houston. 

2. Youth/Education reported there was a VBS meeting on 
June 11th.  Things are rolling forward with VBS 
scheduled for August 6-10.  Next meeting will be July 
16th at 4:30.  Youth leave for Houston on June 26th. 

3. Stewardship/Reaching and Caring Team reported there 
will not be a Sharing Table in July. 

4. Property reported that the work on the door/education 
wing is moving forward.  Also a thank you to MCYC 
for the donation for this project.  Lighting update:  the 
LED and sanctuary lighting estimates will be           
reviewed. 

 

Next Meetings:   
Executiveð Monday, July 9 @  6:00 p.m. 
CouncilðWednesday, July 16 @ 6:00 p.m. 

In 1 Thessalonians 5:11 we read, ñ...encourage one  
another and build each other up.ò Families and  
individuals who are remembered in prayer during  
July: 
 

July 1 - Pat Brenn; Chance Anderson and Cecilia; David 
and Sally Loomis; Ardyth and Ron Brenner; Bryan     
Brenner; Don and Mary Hillert; Dustin Loomis, Avery and 
Emerie 
July 8ð Rodney and Michelle Moats, Kristine and Julia; 
Art and Vickie Peuse; Randy and Jennifer Souza, Delaney, 
Cali, Sydney and Jaidyn; Charmayne Brenner; Gary and 
Janis Holmen; Donn and Jan Moe 
July 15ðDiane Moen and Mallory; Jeff and Vicki Pfund, 
Nicole and Shelby; Gerald Brion; Scott Kees and Lisa, 
Garrett and Clay, Cassie; Paige and Laramee Maxey and 
Paisa; David and Shannon Urness,    Hannah, Abbye and 
Tyler 
July 22ðLoren and Sharon Loomis; Melissa Moen; Bill 
House, Lance, Ashley and Taylor Olson; Shelly Anibas, 
McKenzie, Isabelle and Abigail; Margie Bollinger 
July 29ð Earl and Florence Lubinsky; Brad and Casey 
Lubinsky, Stella and Liam; Tim and Sarah Brion, Kali and 
Marissa; Monica Baker, Hunter and Madyson; Julie Weiss 

Pastor Rolf can be reached at home at  
715-926-1128 or by cell phone at  
715-495-7007. 

Our Financial Status June 25 
 

Income to date:  $114,415 
Expenses to date:  $114,194 
Borrowed to meet expenses:  $ 

Pastoral Acts 
 

Baptisms 
Lilah June Miller    Jun 24 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
 

WHERE:  Central Lutheran  
DATE:  Tuesday, July 10th  
TIME:  12:00-6:00 p.m.   
Walk -ins Welcome  

SPECIAL MUSIC WANTED FOR  
SUMMER WORSHIP! 
 

The congregation wants to hear you!  Whether it be a  
musical instrument, vocal, or ensemble, we invite you to 
share your musical talents with the congregation this 
summer. Please contact Joanne or the office if you would 
like to sign up for a Wednesday evening or Sunday   
morning.   
Joanne:  715-495-7077   
Office:  715-926-3811 or  
Email: centralmondovi@frontiernet.net 


